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What is Neglect?

Neglect is defined as: “The persistent

failure to meet a child’s physical and

or psychological needs, likely to result

in the serious impairment of the child’s

health or development.”

Neglect is the primary reason in Hull

for children and young people having

a child protection plan. It is identified

as the most prevalent form of abuse

both nationally and locally.

Neglect is characterised by the

absence of a relationship of care

between the parent or carer and the

child. It can occur at any stage of

childhood, including in teenage years.

Children have a legal right to an education,

failing to send a child into school is one of

example of educational neglect. 

Schools have a vital role to play as part of multi-

agency working and the response to neglect of

children.

Educational neglect is one area of neglect which

could be a sign/worry of potential further

neglect; if a child suffers from one form of

neglect there is a much higher likelihood of them

also experiencing another form of neglect too.

It important to note that it isn’t illegal to take the

child out of school if the parents/carers are

providing an alternative educational provision,

such as home-educating.

Impact of Neglect on Education

National Guidance and External

Sources of help.

https://hullscb.proceduresonline.com/chapters/p_

neglect.html

https://www.hull.gov.uk/children-and-

families/safeguarding-and-welfare/worried-about-

child

https://www.hullappp.co.uk/glossary/neglect/

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/governmen

t/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1

021914/KCSIE_2021_September_guidance.pdf

The types of neglect are Emotional Neglect, Medical Neglect, Educational Neglect, 

Nutritional Neglect, Physical Neglect and Supervisory Neglect .

Neglect is one of the 5 priority areas of the Hull

Safeguarding Children's Partnership ( HSCP) Priorities and

Delivery Plan for 2021 - 2022

 

43% of Child Protection Plans in Hull at the end of March

2022 were due to Neglect.

 

Neglect has been discussed within a partnership briefing

as a priority to strengthen our learning and practice to

best support our children and young people

https://hullscb.proceduresonline.com/chapters/p_neglect.html
https://www.hull.gov.uk/children-and-families/safeguarding-and-welfare/worried-about-child
https://www.hullappp.co.uk/glossary/neglect/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1021914/KCSIE_2021_September_guidance.pdf


Parental drug/alcohol misuse. 

Domestic abuse within the

home. 

Parental and/or child mental

health. 

Parenting struggles (lack of

routines, lack of understanding

importance of education,

parents who suffered neglect

themselves or struggled in

education) 

Lack of network support.

Signs of Educational Neglect

Lanyards must be worn at all times.

Please ensure you sign in and out of

school 
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Directors of the Trust with a responsibility for Safeguarding

Michael 

Gallagher

James 

Sargeant

Reasons why educational
neglect may happen:

Being absent from school

regularly or for long periods of

time. 

Lack of engagement from

parents/carers in regards to

education and attending school.

Failing to be provided with

education out of the school

environment if home-educating.

Falling behind age-related

expectations

Ways in which schools/education and Children’s Social Care can help: 
Schools can suggest and hold family/network meetings (TAF’s) with child and

their network around them to unpick the issues and try to create a plan. 

Schools can complete home visits to the family home at different times of the day

to try offer further encouragement of attendance or to offer support.

CSC can support schools to build a chronology of worries – do any of the

concerns link into other aspects of neglect? 

CSC can work with the schools to try to unpick the                                         

 difficulty the parent/carers are having (reflecting on                                               

 the reasons why educational neglect may happen)                                                

 to try overcome any barriers.


